hank youfor your concernand

prayers. It gives us great
couragetoknow that youareunited
with usand our people, who have
beenengulfedinagreat tragedy.

Thisishow thenewsof the Tsunami
reachedme;

It was Boxing Day. The 26"
Decemberisusudly quietherein Sri
Lanka, but|ast year it wasaSunday.
So, | was traveling from the
Aspirancy at Havelock Townto St.
Philip Neri’s Church in Pettah
[Colombo]. | was scheduled
topresideat theEucharist starting at
9.00am.

It was around 8.30 am. when |

reached Olcott Mawatha Road,

which runsin front of our church.
Thisroad spans abridge over the
BeiraLake. That morning, | saw a
crowd of over 200 peoplepeering
overtheguardrailsof thebridgeinto
the lake. | chuckled to myself

thinkinghowitwasonly inSri Lanka
that onewouldfind over 200 people
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by Nilindra Gunesekera, SSS
Regional Superior of Sri Lanka

This letter was written to update the international Provinces of the
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament on the tsunami of December
26, 2004, and its devestating effectsin Si Lanka. (Abridged copy.)

staring down into the waters of a
lake. Thissght puzzledme, but | was
driving and had many thingsonmy
mindthat morning.

| wasinthesacristy by 8.40a.m. |
waspositively happy. After Mass,
having greeted and met withfriends,
| casually made my way to Fr.

Roger’ sroom. My parents’ golden
wedding anniversary was to be
celebrated on the 29" December,
but unfortunately my computer had
crashed onthe 23 December 2004,
and | had not preparedtheliturgy.

So, therel wassittingat Fr. Roger’s
computer working diligently.
Itwasaround 10:45am. onthe 26"
December, when Fr. Sunil saw me
on the computer, and walked in,
announcing that there had been a
tidal wavethat had hit the southern
coastof Sri Lanka Fr. Sunil thought
that | wasonthenet, verifyingthe
information. Uponhearinghisvoice
| swiveledaroundinmy chair, and

... continued on page 3
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From the Provincial . . .

nthisissueof our Newd etter you

will bereading about two pieces
that have to do with the recent
disastroustsunami that hit partsof
Adajugt after Christmas. Thetollin
human deathsand property destruc-
tion is amost incalculable. Our
religiousCongregationhasanumber
of communitiesin SouthIndiaand i
Lanka Understandably, wewereall
anxiousto get somenewsabout our
peopleinthoseregions. Inlndia, our
communitieswereout of thedanger
zone, whereas Sri Lanka was hit
harder andtheeffectsof thetsunami
weremoreextensively felt around
theidandnation.

Weareprovidingtwo piecesinthis
issuefor youtoread. Thefirstis
writtenby Fr. Nilindra, theregiona
superior of our communitiesin Sri
Lanka. He gives us a first-hand
account of how the news of

thetsunami reached himand someof
theresponsesheand other Blessed
Sacrament religious took in the
immediateaftermath of thedisaster.
Asaresult of hisletter whichwas

madeavailabletoour religioushere
intheUSA, and especially through
theassistanceof Fr. GeorgeDunne,
SSS, at St. Stephen’s parish in

Florida, and other generousdonors,
we have been ableto send closeto
$35,000 for tsunami relief through
our own Blessed Sacrament com-
munity in Sri Lanka. Wethusfeel
secureinknowing that themoneys
sentwill beusedfor themost needy.

Thesecondarticleisalsointheform
of aletter which was sent to Br.
Gerard Hickey, SSS, at our

community inCleveland. Thisisan
account of the miracul ous escape
of Keira Coleman, the niece of
Br. Austin Coleman, SSS, from
our community inNew Y ork City.
Keirawas in Thailand when the
tsunami hit. Wearegrateful for her
safereturnto Ireland, even aswe
mournthelossof somany others.

In these tragic times and horrific
events when so many innocent
peopledie,itisnorma andnatura to
ask,“Why?" Evenatthetimethatwe
formulate the question, we know
someplacedown deepwithinusthat
thereisno adequate answer to our
guery. | suppose our question is
more acry of anguish thanitisa
guestion requiring a clear and
specific answer. Tragedy always
leavesusunsettled and impotentin
thefaceof forces (bethey natural,
economic, or political) beyond our
control.

Itiswiththissenseof helplessness
that we, asChrigtians, oftenjourney
throughtheChurch’ sseasonof Lent

withonly thehopeof promisesmade
toapowerless, but faithful, people.
These promisesof a* new heaven
andanew earthwherenomoretears
will be shed, and where death will
havelostitssting” arewhat sustains
usin our darkest moments. They
werethepromisesthat Jesushimsalf
hadtokeepinmindashegavehislife
fortheworld, foryouandme. When
the Church celebratesHoly Week
beginningwith Paln/Pass on Sunday
and ending with the magnificent
liturgy of Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday, shedramaticaly remindsus
of our deeprootsinthefaith of our
ancestorswhojourneyed beforeus
andwho continueto accompany us.
Attheheart of theseliturgical rituas
of rememberingistheEucharist. The
celebration of Holy Eucharist, the
memorial of the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus
strengthens our resolve to be a
peopleof hope, for that isGod’ sgift
to a world too often hurt and
wounded by its own follies or by
natura disasters.

May your Easter celebrationbeone
of joyinhope. -

NormanB. Pdlletier, SSS
Provincid
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burst out laughing asking, “ A tidal
waveinSiLanka?’ | mentionedthat
itwouldbeagoodideatoturnonthe
news

| wasback atwork. | hadtofinishthe
Liturgy Preparation beforemy next
Mass. | had been scheduled for 4
Masses on that Sunday. While
typing, | could not hel pthethoughts
flashingacrossmy mind—* Thiscould
well be awee little sea erosion.’
Usually, such newsalso makesthe
headlinesinSri Lanka

By noonwewereinformed by the
statemediathat thesoutherntown of
Gallewhichwascosmopolitanand
largely inhabited by Sinhaleseand
Mudims, wasunder weter. Eventhis
news, | acceptedwithapinchof salt.
Fromhavinglivedin Sri Lankafor
over four decades, | knew from

experiencethat floodinginSri Lanka
washothingasdangerousastheflash
flood that ravaged certain other

countries. Tomethisappearedtobe
media hype. To my knowledge,

floodingin Sri Lanka resultsina
gentle rising of the river, over a
period of afew days, and whichis
carefully monitored sothat it only
leadsto adisplacement of families
without the loss of life. Many in

Colombo thought that, at worst,

therewould bearound threefeet of
waterinGalle.

Thencamethechillingnewsthat 300
people had perished. Telephones
lineswereasodown. Thisaddedto
theskepticism. Apartfromthenews
broadcasts, there was no visual
footage on TV. Roads were
declared inaccessible. We Sri

Lankansareoptimists, e sewecould
not have survived threedecades of
ethnic strife, resulting in untold

misery, personal |oss, and depriva-
tion. Theonly tidal wavethat | had
seen was in the movie Poseidon

Adventure.

Theunfoldingdramawassurreal—I
couldnot fully comprehendtheturn
of events. Gradually, newsbeganto
filter in that another southern
township, Matara, was badly af-
fected. Also mentioned werethat
both Eastern and Northeastern
townssuchasBatticaoa Mullaitivu,
and Pottuvil, werea so devastated.
By nightfall the death toll was
estimated at 500. Thefact wasthat
never had atidal waveapproached
the maritime limits of Sri Lanka
during the past 2000 years. Sri
Lankan history does, however,
record atidal wave that occurred
over 2000yearsago.

Theclarioncdl toactionwasthelive
footageof thisdevadtatingtida wave
sweepingaway fiveladieswhowere
clinging on to each other. Inthe
background, | saw buses being
washed away, and atrain, too. At
that point, every Sri Lankan*‘woke
up’ with astart. We saw carsand
vansbeingwashed away likedinky
toys. That waswhenweasanation
sat upincongternation, realizingthe
full magnitudeof thetragedy.

Sometimelater intheafternoonon
the 26" December, | received acall
from my brother asking that |

accompany himin evacuating his
wife sager’ sfamily. They livefour
miles away from the periphery of
Colombo,inatowncdledMoratuwa.
Atthispoint, | feltsomeaam. My
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brother’ sparentsand sister-in-law
werebrought back to Colombo, and
housed at my brother’ sresidence
and | droveontowardsthe South. |
wasamazed at thedebristhat littered
theroad. My brother hadvoicedthe
concern that arumor wasrife that
another tidal wavecouldravagethe
coadl.

| wantedtotravel asfar asl couldto
seewhat had happened. | felt fear
and disbelief. | could only go to
Panadura, whichwasthenext town.
Stalled vehiclesand debrisblocked
my path. Thelightwasfading, and|
wanted to beback home.

Thenextmorning, | leftfor Nuwara
Eliya since | was scheduled to

officiateat theweddingof Br. Felix’s
sister. Theceremony wasat 11:30
am.,andl left Colomboat 5:00am.
because this was a good five

hour drive. | acknowledged with
amazementthat eventhoughlifemay
be utterly disrupted at a national

level, life had to continue, too—it
waspart of theprocessof movingon.
To methiswas anew experience
because here in Sri Lanka, in our
own little corner of theworld, we
havebeen usedto canceling events
as amark of respect or a sign of

mourning. Weddingsaredifferent.
Theseareonce-in-alifetimeevents,
if of coursenothinguntowardwould
happentoether party. My mindwas
inturmoil becausel myself hadto
cometogripswithwhether or notto
celebratemy parents’ goldenwed-
dinganniversary.

Theology may be acquired in an
educationd indtitution, but thankfully

... continued on next page
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WISDOM isacquiredinthemidst of
lifeand | wasacquiringwisdom by
reflecting uponmy experience. The
path at thispoint seemed unclear—
thisisanessentid featureof makinga
pilgrimagethroughlife. | didwhat |

had to do, and returned to Colombo
around 7:00p.m.

By mid-afternoon on the 28th of
December, | madeanother attempt
totravel totheaffectedareas. This
time | reached a township called
Kalutara. | believethat thisisthe
halfway pointonthewaytoGalle. |
foundthegoingdifficult,and slow.
Theroadswerecongested not only
duetothedebris, but also because
people from other parts were
pouring into the area. The
government authorities and the
media asked us to help clear the
roadsby turning back. Thiswasa
real Hobson' schoice—therel was
trying to extend solidarity and
support, anddespited | my goodwill,
ending up an obstacle to the
governmentd relief efforts. Tempers
were getting frayed. Being in
religiousgarb, | thought theprudent
thingwastoturnback. Peoplewere
grieving and lamenting on the
roadside. Thiswasanational day of
mourning. | wentintoshock! | felt
NUMB!

That night, | slept poorly. Onone
hand, it was my parents golden
wedding anniversary, ontheother
hand, | had seen the devastation.
What saved the day was

our redization that there was
insufficient time, and no effective
way of notifying invited guests
that the celebration would be

postponed. So, after a ‘family-
parley,” wedecidedtocelebratethe
event—my parents goldenwedding
anniversary —onavery low key.

It was only on the 30" December
that | finally reached theoutskirtsof
Galle. Asagestureof solidarity, the
few dry rationsthat weretakenaong
weredidtributed. Itwaslateevening
when we reached the outskirts of
Gdle, andnotknowingwhat awaited
us, we decided to turn back. Cars
and vans were piled one atop the
other. A trainhad been swept awvay
off thetracks, but thedeathtoll was
not known. Wewerehopingfor the
best. However, | had never traveled
inthat particular train—whichmakes
thisdaily run, sol did not know the
number of casudties. Butthepeople
of theareaknew—their eyessaidit
al. Six private vans with a full
complement of passengers were
reported missing. | opttoleaveout
the gory details, because death is
never an easy thing either to
experienceor describe. Sadly, so
numerouswerethedeathsthat weas
anation could not accordthemall a
dignifiedburia. Thiswasindeeda
catastrophe!

| concludethat our efforts, however
spontaneous and generous, will
never beadequatewhen comparing
the extent of the calamity. My
humbleopinionisthat our effortscan
never measureuptotheneedsof the
hour—we were unprepared as a
nation. Thiswasatidal waveafter
over 2000years, or sothey say inthe
StateMedia

Current Situation

Someareasareflooded withrelief,

othersarenot. Thishoweverisnot
deliberate. Inaccessible roads,
inadequateinformation, unavailabil-
ity of heavy earth-movingequipment
inadequatenumbers, theinability to
harness the available resources
because of inexperience in these
types of situations, greed, corrup-
tion, and political maneuvering may
have also contributed to the
scenario.

Sri Lankan spontaneity isour own
undoing because thereisno clear
srategy or nationa policy. Everyone
wants to do something, indeed
anything, rather thansitaround and
wait. Though commendable, itis
asofraughtwithpitfall sbecausewe
may be obliviousto thelong-term
effectsof thecalamity andfocuson
remedyingthemoreimmediateshort
termproblems.

Wearethankful totheinternational
community who havesentintheir
marines and doctorswith helicop-
ters, heavy earth-moving equipment,
and mobileairbornehospitals.

School books have already been
provided to the children of 62
affectedfamilies.

Many of our rdigiousareinvolvedin
relief work, mainly insending over
suppliestoeffectedareasandvigting
these people. We have sent

medicines to the South. | will be
accompanying atruckload of dry
rations and roofing sheets to the
tamil-speaking east as a sign of

goodwill and agesture of bridge-
building. Fr.1gnatiuswill accompany
me, along withtheNovice Master

... continued on next page
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Fr. Sagara. We may take the
novicesalong. Anyway, Fr.lgnatius
and| will leaveonthe17" of January
and hopetoreturnonthenext day.

Thank youfor your concern.
Fraterndly,

Nilindrasss -

Asignificant contribution was sent
from the Province of . Ann to
help with relief efforts. If you are
interested in helping, send your
contributionsto:

Congregetion of the
Blessed Sacrament,

5384 Wilson MillsRoad
Highland Heights, OH 44143

TSUNAMI - THAILAND

Br. Gerard Hickey, SSS, received
news that Br. Austin Coleman’'s
(St. Jean'’ s) niece, Keira, survived
the tragic tsunami disaster in

Thailand. Keirawasscubadiving
on theisland of Phi Phi when the
tsunami hit. Miraculously, she
survived where so many fromthat
island did not. She is now

recuperating backin Ireland.

The following account is taken
from a letter to Br. Gerard from
thebrother and sister-in-lawof Br.
Austin. We are happy to join Br.
Austin, his brother, Don, and
sister-in-law, Trina, and Keira
herself, in thanking God for her
safety from the midst of the
tsunami in Thailand.

helast threeweeks, saysMrs.

Coleman, have been a night-
mareandwe vebeenthrougharoller
coagter of emationsbut, thankfully, it
al endedwell forus. Asl writethis,
she says, I'm listening to aradio
announcement of thereturn of yet
another young Irish person’ sbody to
Irelandfromtheid and of Phi Phi and
thank Godthat wehavebeen spared
thosefamilies pain.

Mrs. Coleman continues; Keirahad
managed to get a message to Br.
Austin’ sanswering machineat St.
Jean’sinNew Y ork, and herelayed
thegood newstous. Can’'timagine
how we would have endured not
knowning shewassafe. Webought
the Irish Independent, December
26th and were surprised, but
reassured, onreadingthefollowing
article which best sums up what

heppened:

In the yellow zone ward, Keira
Coleman sat clutching her bandaged
leftarm. ShewasonPhi Phi,asmdll
island 42 km south-east of Phuket,
on St. Stephen’sDay. Hundredsof
peoplearebelievedtohavediedon
theisland (2,500 | believe) which
wasvirtually obliterated by theforce
of thetsunami. Ms. Coleman (30)
from Cork, wasin her beach-side
bungalow at thetime. “I wasstillin
my nightie,” shesaid. “| heardthe
wave. Itsoundedlikerain. | looked
out of thewindow and saw people
running. Beforel knew what todo,
thebunga ow wasswept away down
the street with meinsideit. | was
trapped between the door and a
wall. Thebungaow got caughtupin
ariver of water and asit picked up
speed, it started to sink and | was
pushed under water. | cameupand
gotagulpof air, then| waspulled
back down and | was spinning
around under water. It was
terrifying. | wassurel wasgoingto
drown.”

After what seemedlikeaneternity,
thebunga ow hit another buildingand
Ms. Coleman managedto struggle
free. Agonishingly, shesufferedonly
abrokenarm. “Therewerebodies
al aroundmeinthewater,” shesaid.
Like many others, she spent the
night at theView Point, thehighest
point on the island, fearful of
another deadly wave. Y esterday a
boat took her to Phuket.

... continued on next page
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It was of great consolation to her
family having some definite back-
ground news about her condition.
Apartfromabrokenwristand many
lacerationsand bruisingto her body
sheconsidershersalf lucky asmany
people lost limbs and suffered
horrible injuries from glass and
corrugatediron sheetscarriedwith
great forceby thetsunami.

She has been truly blessed and so
havewesaysKera smomand dad.
“Wefed that shewas’ Knockingon
Heaven's Door’ but she would
probably feel that she has been to
‘hell andback.”” <

In the news. ..

Fr. Sunil Rupasinghe, aBlessed Sacrament priest from Sri Lanka, who just
recently earned aPh.D. in Psychology [in Chicago] wasonvacationinhis
native Sri Lankawhen thetsunami hit theidand.

Hereported that he offered hisservicesto the Ministry of Defensewhich
sent him out toAmbal angodato train teachersin grief counsdling, helpkids
who had faced thetragedy and to Trincomaleeto train Navy counselors
alsoingrief counsaing. Hewasalsoinvited totheAmpitiyaSeminary to
train thetheologiansin counseling skillsasthey weregoing out to helpthe
survivors. Therewerea so afew other professional groupswho asked Fr.
Sunil tohelpthemout. Overdl, hereportsthat hewas satisfied that hewas
ableto help someand train others. For amore complete story of Sunil’s
post-tsunami ministry in Sri Lanka, seetheinterview by Judy Masterson of
NewsSun paper in Waukegan, L, where, in her column on February 3rd,
shegivesmoredetails. Itisaccessbleat thefollowingwebsite:
<http:/www.suburbanchi cagonews.com/opinions/col umni stsmasterson/
wO3judycol.htm>. Sunil would liketo thank membersof the provincefor
their prayersand concern. -
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REMEMBERING MICHAEL GALLIGAN

by Regina Health Center (Pastoral Ministry Staff)

ichael Galliganwasbornto

Jamesand AgnesGaliganon
August 16, 1928. One of three
childrenwhosufferedthelossof their
father atanearly age, Michael recdls
how hard hismother worked after
that lossinorder to keepthefamily
together. Whilehisbrother andsister
pursued other interests, Michael
followedadesirefor thepriesthood.
Heentered the Congregation of the
Blessed Sacrament in New Y ork.
Over time, herealized that hiscall
wastoreligiouslifeasabrother. He
took first vows in 1950. In this
capacity, Br. Michael performeda
variety of ministriesin the areaof
maintenance. Hewasresponsible
for cleaning and maintaining build-
ings, aswell asthe proper care of
flowersandlandscaping. Hiswork
provided experiencesinavariety of
climates not only at Blessed
Sacrament ministry sitesthroughout
the United States, but also in the
Philippines

Inthesummer of 2003, after leaving
adearly-lovedministryinMensasha,
Wisconsin, wherehecaredfor the

sacristy and Church, Br. Michael
came to Cleveland to join his

confreres at St. Paschal Baylon

(Cleveland community). InJuneof
2004, hejoined other membersof his
congregation at Regina Health

Center.

Br.Michael hadavariety of interests
throughout his life. He enjoyed

golfing for many yearsand loved
watching baseball gamesontelevi-
sion. Music, especidly Irishsongs,

reading, and theMen’ sClub have
beenrecentinterests. Regardlessof
wherehisministry mighttakehim, Br.
Michael continued tocommunicate
by telephonewith hissister, Peggy,
whose last visit with him was at
ReginaHealth Center theweekend
of January 28-30th. God called
Michagl homeontheanniversary of
the birth of Saint Peter Julian
Eymard, thefounder of the Blessed
Sacrament Congregation. -
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PROVINCE RETREAT 2005

On January 31, alarge group
of SSS Religious and
Associates met at the San Pedro
Center in Winter Park, Florida, to
begin a week of retreat with Dr.
NathanMitchell. Wethank Nathan
for histimeand hisexpertise, since,
aongwiththeconferencesduringthe
day, we also enjoyed an informal
questionandanswer periodwithhim

everyevening.

Thecontent of theretreat ishard to
describe, becauseDr. Mitchell isas
much apoet asheisaliturgist. The
conferences were packed with

images and symbols and literary
allusions. Some of the highlights
werehisremarksonthefollowing

by Robert Lussier, SSS
ubjects

Prayer: St. Johnof theCrosssays,
“If youwantto pray, comeempty, do
nothing.” Bring an emptinessfor
God tofill. Inasimilar vein, St.

Eymard spesksof praying under the
gazeof Jesus,” sothat prayerisless
looking at Godthan|etting Godlook
uponus.

Conversion: Usedtomean “flight
fromtheworld.” Instead, perhapsit
shouldbemoreaturningtowardthe
world. We' recalledtoembraceour
world instead of standing at a

distance. Jesustouched theleper.
Wetry tolisten moreattentively to
our bodiesandemotions. Instead of

havingal theanswers, weaccept the
questions. We become bread for
others

Other topicswere: Bread, Memories,
(the Bible is a collection of
memories), Hunger (for companions,
for meaning, and for a world
transformed by Christ—so that
“bloody ground becomes holy
ground.”)

TheFloridaweather didn’t always
cooperate, but there was much to
warmtheheart. It’ sdlwaysatreat to
meet [with] the brethren (and
sgernl) agan...

Dr. Nathan Mitchell leadsthe SSSreligious and associates during their retreat.

Godtofill.

. John of the Cross says,
“ If you want to pray, come empty, do nothing.” Bring an emptinessfor
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Frs. Bill Young, SSS, (left) and Paul Bernier, SSS,
(middle) speak with Dr. Nathan Mitchell (right) at
thewelcomesocid, thefirst evening of theretredt.

Retreatantslisten attentively to Dr. Mitchell.

A gifted musician, Fr. Ernest Falardeau, SSS, shares
thisgift and talent with theretreatants.
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THE HANDS OF CHRIST - ALENTEN MEDITATION

Editor’'sNote: Thisarticlefirst ap-
pearedintheMarch 7, 2004, issue
of the Church of . Andrew weekly
bulletin, and isreprinted herewith
permission.

Some weeks ago we began our
ourney toward Easter withthe

ashes on the forehead on Ash

Wednesday which gaveusapublic
symbol of our faith. Our Lenten
journey was al so accompanied by
thereleaseof Md Gibsons' filmon
thePassionof theChrist. Thefilm
depictsthelast 12 hours of Jesus

journey onearth.

Theway thecamerafocusedinonthe
handsof the Christ throughout the
movieimpressed me. Thehandsof
Jesusbecomefor theviewer thefoca
pointfromthebeginning of thefilmto
itsend. Thehandsof JesusinHisfind
agony are clenched as He relin-
quishesHisfatetoHisFather. Jesus
fate is certain yet, even as He is
arrested, Hisvery handsreach and
heal thesoldier whoseear hasbeen
severed. The hands of Jesus

thereafter areboundandtied. L ater,
those same hands are locked and

by Jim Hayes, SSS

chained asJesusisbrutally beaten.
Heisthen giventhecrossto carry
andtheCrucifixionbegins. A wayto
perhapsunderstandthisfina journey
during thissacred season may beby
followingthe handsof Jesus.

The Hands of Power . . . The

journey of Jesusfromthefirst miracle
at the Wedding Feast at Cana

entailed Jesus, by Hishands, subtly
changingthestandingwaterinjars
intowine. Thisisfollowed by the
handsthat feed themasses, whotrail
Himthroughout theland. Hetakes
into Hishandsthefew loavesand
fishesavailable, looksuptoHeaven,
blessesthefood, and hasthefood
distributedtothecrowds. Miracu-
loudly, thereisevenfood left over.
Thepowerful handsof Jesusarea so
seen outstretched and calming the
windsduringaviolent ssormonthe
sea. They arealsothesamesacred
handsthat havethepower todrive
out demons.

Hands of a Teacher . . . As Jesus
beginsHisministry inthetemple, He
takesthe scroll from the attendant
and teaches the scribes and the
doctors of Jewish law. The
expressivehandsof this* Rabbi” are
also seenasingtructing thecrowds
about howtolivelife. Heteachesthe
SermonontheMountwithHisgentle
handsof human compassion.

Hands of Reconciliation . .. The
hands of Jesus are also forgiving
hands. Recdll thesituationwhereina
paralyticisloweredfromtheroof of
asmall house. Jesusfirst healsthe
soul, thentheimmobilebody. The

hands of Jesus are also seen as a
sinful womanisbrought infront of
Him by theeldersof thecommunity
forjudgement. Hebendsdownsand
withthefingersof Hishandwriteson
the ground to reveal the crowds
own shame. Think how often we
hear in the Scripture about the
forgiving word accompanied by a
healinggesture.

Hands of Healing . . . Recall the
blind manwhoses ght wasrestored
by the hands of Jesusand the man
whosewithered handisstraightened
by Hisgentletouch. Remember the
tenleperswhosedi seasemadethem
outcasts within their very own
society. Jesusaddressesthedisease
andhedl sthemasthey journey onthe
road. Again, whenthedaughter of
Jariuslay “dying” inbed, her small
form surrounded by relatives and
friends, Jesus enters the room
declaringthat sheisonly adeep.

Keeping our eyes fixed
on His hands, we may
achievetheproper prayer-
ful attitude when we lift
our own handsin prayer.

Then with aword and a healing

touch, Jesusliftsthegirl and brings
her back withthebreath of life. The
healing power inthehandsof Jesus
are also are directed toward the

servant of aCenturion. TheRoman
official beckonsJesusto, “ only say

... continued on next page
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the word and my servant will be
hedled.” Thehedingpower of Jesus
thereby extendsto someonewhois
not eveninfront of Him, but at that
very instant, the servant isbrought
back tolife. Away fromhome, Jesus
isnotifiedthat adear friend, Lazarus,
isdying. By thetimeJesusgetstohis
home, MarthaandMary, hissisters,
inform Jesusthat L azarusisdead.
Amidst Hisowntearsof grief Jesus
composes Himself, calls on His
Father and summonsL azarusout of
thetombwhereheisburied. And
Lazarus, against all hope, isbrought
back from the dead to [go among]
theliving.

Hands of Rage . . . We also are
shownthehandsof Jesusinastateof
rage. Recall the time when Jesus
enteredtheconfinesof theTemplein
Jerusalemandfound*” money chang-
ers’ and“vendors’ taintingitsholy
space. Thepowerful handsof Jesus
toppledtheir tablesand drovethem
out of HisFather’ ssacred house of

prayer.

Handsof Personal Anguish...As
westart Holy Week, wecanimagine
thehandsof Jesusnow clenchedin
terror, knowingthat Hewill havea
meal and bebetrayed by two of His
closest friends. The hands of the
carpenter manifest theknowledgeof
Hisfateand suffering.

Hands of Service. . . Just prior to
what wouldbeJesus' |ast meal with
Hisfriends, Hewashesthefeet of His
disciplesandfriendstoteachthem
that they mustimitateHimand serve
oneanother, too.

Handsof Consecration. .. Atthat
sameL ast Supper of JesuswithHis
Apostles, thehealingandteaching
hands of the Christ blessthebread
and wine of their Passover meal.
Thosehandstransformthebreadto
Hisbody andthewineintoHisLife-
Giving Blood. Although Jesus
“broke bread” many timesbefore
withthesemen, thisfinal meal was
transformedintooneof memory and
remembrance which lives on to
today. Centered on His sacred
hands, wesee Jesusdipbreadintoa
dish at the same time as Judas
reachesintothesamedish. Inthis
gesture, Hereveal sthehandsof the
betrayer (Judas), who, by his
actions, wasabout tobindthehedling
andlovinghandsof Christ.

Handsof Sacrifice. .. Thehandsof
Jesusarebound and led from court
tocourtandboundagainmoretightly
for thehumiliation of thescourging
Hewould endure. Thehandsof the
young man who had worked with
wood arefinally nailedtoawooden
cross. Thetreeof lifenow becomes
atreeof sufferinganddying. The
handsof al healingnow becomethe
scarred hands of the ultimate

sacrifice, thecrucified Son of God.

After Jesusistakendownfromthe
cross, Hissacred handsare bound
withburid cloth, wrappedinloveby
HisownMother. Thereisstill hope.
Three days later, the resurrected
Jesusisseen. Hisbody isrestored
but Hishandsaretill markedto bear
witnessto Hisbeing. A week after
His death, Jesus is seen having

another meal with His friends.

Thomas, a disciple who was not

there, cannot fathom that Jesusis

n

diveandwell. AgainJesusappears
and Thomas places his doubting
hands into the nail marks of the
Resurrected Jesus-- lifeisrestored
andfaithisborn.

Let usfollow closely the hands of
Christ. May Hishandsbecomeour
handsasHishealing, teaching, and
caringinspiresour lives. Keeping
our eyesfixed onHishands, wemay
achievetheproper prayerful attitude
whenweliftour ownhandsinprayer.
Andfindly,asyouraiseyour handsin
prayer, pleasedon’ tforgettosay an
extraprayer for me. Happy Easter!

~Fr.Jm --

THE YEAR
of the
EUCHARIST

“...thegazeof the Church
Is constantly turned to
her Lord, present in the
Sacrament of the Altar, in
which she discovers the
full manifestation of his
boundlesslove.”

Pope John Paul [l
fromhisEncyclical Letter,
EcclesadeEucharigia
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FR. TOM FITZGERALD CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY

This is Fr. Tom's homily given

during the Massof celebrationon
the occasion of his 40th anniver-
sary of ordination, December 19,
2004, at S. Joseph Church, San
Antonio, Texas.

hefirstthing | wanttodotoday

istothank al of youwho have
come here to celebrate with me
today and thank Almighty Godfor
thegift of thepriesthood.

There are people here from India-
napolis, Fort Worth, from Philadel -
phiaand Annapolis. Andthereare
even some people here from San
Antonio.

| want tothank Archbishop Flores,
Bishop Zurek and Bishop Flanagan
forbeinghere.

Itis40yearsagothisday that | was
ordained a priest by Bishop

McGuire. It wasat theend of the
V atican Council—V atican Council
I1, not Vatican Council I, andthere
wasnowheretoget abishop. Bishop
McGuiredidn’'tgotoRomeandwith

13bishopsinthediocese, hedidn’'t
get a chance to ordain and was
thrilledfor theopportunity. Bishop
McGuireordainedmeinmy parishin
New Y ork City, St. Jean Baptiste.

Whenever wecel ebrateananniver-
sary of thiskind, there are lots of
thoughtsthat runthrough our minds
and heartsand itisdifficult to sort
themoutinorder to sharethemwith
thosewho celebratewith us.

As | was trying to quiet myself

yesterday in order to share my

feelingswithyou, onethought kept
running over and over againinmy
mind: “My soul givesthankstothe
Lordfor Hehasdonemighty things
for meand Holy isHisName. . .”

Thosewordswere so, so relevant.
Hehasgiven mean opportunity to
serveand in many, many waysHe
hasfull control.

As in anybody’s life there were
momentsof great joy, momentsof
doubt, momentsof seemingly unend-
ing struggles, and even moments
whenl feltlikesayingforgetit, but
throughitall theL ord waspresent.
He gave me power to overcome
every Stuationand continuetolisten
andserve.

Because | am a religious of the
Blessed Sacrament Fathers and
Brothers, | havehad theopportunity
to serve in New York City,
M assachusetts, Chicago, thePhilip-
pines, Albuguerque, and herein San
Antonio. Hesavedthebest for last
and he brought me here—St.
Joseph’s, San Antonio.

| told our deanery not so long ago
that God wasso good but especialy
good herebecausethepriestsinthis
diocesearesogood, sofriendly, so
warm, and so helpful, and alway's,
alwaysready tobeof service, and|
thank Godfor beingamongthem. As
apriest, | think oneof thethingswe
experience most especialy isthat
little partinthe Gospel, remember
when St. Peter saysto Jesus, “ What
about us? We have given up our
families, our homes, everythingto
followY ou. What about us?’

... but throughit all, the
Lord was present.

“If yougiveupyour fathers, mothers,
brothers, and sisters, and homesfor
my sake, you will have 100 times
moreinthislifeand eternal lifeas
well.” Hehasbeenextremely faithful
to that promise because, in His

goodness, Hehasallowedthepriest,
He has allowed me, to serve in

variouscommunities, andwhenever
weservethepeopleinour parishwe
all-of-a-sudden become part and

parcel of their very lives. At the
beginning, when they bring their

childrento bebaptized; whenthey
cometo be married, we celebrate
their joy and happiness, welistento
their struggles—wearetherewhen
they arestrugglingwiththeir doubts
andfears; westand by themintheir
sorrow whenthey losealoved one.
Weareapart of their family when
they try togrow and makesenseout
of the burdensthey haveto carry
from day to day. So many times

... continued on next page
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wordsarenot enough—jpresenceis
morethanwordscanbe. Justtobe
present to thefamiliesweservein
goodtimesand bad; it makesuspart
of that family. Sowhen Jesussaid
“youwill haveahundredtimesmore
fathers and mothers and brothers
and sisters,” Hereally meant it, |

think, and | hopeand pray that since
Hehasbeenfathful tothat part of His
promise, Hewill also befaithful to
Hispromiseof eternd life.

It has been ajoy to serve, itisso
awesome; itisso awesomeparticu-
larly on Sunday when we are
celebratingwithacommunity thatis
ours and we look out on that
community andwesay ‘ | know their
story. | knowtheir struggles; | know
their hurts; | know their families. |
know their accomplishments; | know
their frustrations; and their disap-
pointments’ anditissooverpower-
ingto bepart of that journey.

| am a Blessed Sacrament Father
and asaBlessed Sacrament Father,
| amextremely privilegedtosharethe
gift JesushasgivenusintheHoly
Eucharist. For morethan40years
now it has been such a joy to

celebrate the Eucharist with the
assembly every week. Wecometo
this church week after week and

somearefilledwithjoy becausethey
have had such a fabulous week,

othersarejust about makingit, and
gtill othersarelookingfor something
they cangrabahold of sothey cango
out againfor thenext week.

Wecomeweek after week and we
hear God’ s Word—wherever we

are, whatever experiencewehadis
spoken and proclaimed, it brings
healing; it enablesusto carry on; it
givesusstrengthtopick oursalvesup
again; itgivesuscouragetoforgive
thosewho hurt usor whomwehave
hurt.

TheWordwehear on Sunday asa
faith-filled people, we take to
ourselvesand God speaksto us—
each onewherewe are. Thenwe
hear the Word brokenfor us. Itis
takenfrom God' sHoly Wordandis
somehow shared. And in this
particular community especialy—it
iIsanawesomething. Peoplecome
from al over the country and the
worldtoceebrateEucharist withus.
Wehear themsay: “ Y ousaidwhat |
needed to know; | heard what you
said; | feel somuch better, | needed
that.” AndI don’tknow themfrom
aholeinthe ground, but the Holy
Spirit takes that Word and brings
about strength and healing in the
community. Isn’'t that marvelous
how Heworks?

After hearing His Word and
experiencing Hishealing, Hegives
himself toussothat wecan become

13

truly Christed people—hed ed of our
brokenness, experiencingloveat His
table; experiencing union; experi-
encing wholeness and giving us
strength; andthedesireto bringwhat
wehavereceivedtoour familiesor
wherever wefind ourselves. Week
after week, no matter how wefeel
whenwecomein, weleavestronger.

| praise God for the 40 years

opportunity to bepart of this. That
theLord hasused meinsuchaway
that weareableto shareHisWord
and eat together, and walk hand-in-
hand in order to build up our

community and our society, and
continueto dream and continuethe

ory.

| thank God for my family, for my
Blessed Sacrament Community, and
| thank God for these priests,
becausethey givemecourageand
keep mefromdacking off, and will
enable meto continueto servefor
yearstocome.

| thank God for you andyour faith,
whichisasourceof great joy for me.
| pray Godwill blessyou abundantly
today andevery day. +

m

i |

¥ —

Fr. Tom celebrates with his two brothers, Patrick (Ieft) and Jack (right).
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BUSY DAYS FOR THE NOVICES

hereisthat old saying, written

sometimeagoto besure, that
says"“timeflieswhenyou' rehaving
fun.” Thissayingcould not betruer
forthenovices!

It seemsthat it wasonly yesterday
that BrothersJohn Christman, David
Stinson, and Anthony Marshd | were
receivedintothenovitiateat Saint
Jean Baptiste in New York City.
Themonthshavepassed quickly by
fromthat second of August morning.
Thenoviceshavesettledintotheir
variousministriesand classes, with
Br. Michael Perez, SSS, leading
them in thelr discernment and
formationasnovicemaster.

Thenovicesweekly attend classesin
Ossining, New York, at the

Mariandale Retreat Center spon-
sored by the Religious Formation
Conference. Itistherethat Johnand
Anthony cometogether withwomen
andmennovicesfromvariousorders
such asthe Carmelites, Sisters of
Chrigtian Charity, and many others.
Br.PerezandBr.Michadl O’ Leary,
ass gant novicemadter, dsohavethe
opportunity to gather with the

by Anthony Marshall

formationpersonnd fromthevarious
congregations represented. The
weekly classes have focused on

topicspertinenttoinitial formation
andrdigiouslife, suchasthetheology
of thevows, history of religiouslife,
sacredliturgy, and personal integra-
tion. Overadl, the information

presented hasbeen hel pful asisthe
opportunity that thenoviceshaveto
work with and relate to other men
andwomenbeginningthe r religious
life. Theinter-novitiateclasseswill
continuethroughApril.

TheOctaveof Christmasfoundthe
novicesandBr. PerezinCleveland
foralittlevacation. Br. Johnand Fr.
Michael Norelka, SSS, traveledto
Menesha, Wisconsin, for a short
vigt. Brs. Davidand Anthony stayed
withthevery hospitablecommunity
at Saint Paschal Baylonandenjoyed
thenearly two feet of snow which
quickly melted beforethey returned
hometotheBigApple.

Onceaweek, Br. David ministers
a Memoria Soan-Kettering
Hospital in New York’s Upper
East-Sidevisiting the patientsand
bringingthemHoly Communion. His
yearsof experienceasaregistered
nursegivehimtheuniqueopportunity
not only to attend to the spiritual
needsof thosewhomhevidts, buthe
canrelatealsototheir medical and
physica allmentsandissues. During
his free time, Br. David enjoys
photography andvistingtheplethora
of art museumsand attractionsthat
New Y ork offers, aswell askeeping
inphysical shapeaspart of hisNew
Y ear’ sresolutions.

TakingtheBrooklyn-bound subway
two afternoons aweek ishow Br.
John commutes to his ministry at
Brooklyn Jesuit Prep (BJP). Itis
there that the wonderful artistic
talents of his come through as he
shareswith hisstudentsthewonder
and awefor God that beautiful art
inspires. Althoughit cansometimes
beastruggleto keep middle-school
aged childreninterested in school -
work, Br. John manages to pass
alonghisloveforart. Inadditionto
workingat BJP, Br. Johnkeepshis
director’ schair activefilming differ-
ent things, and recently directinga
shortsilent-filmonthelifeof Saint
Peter Julian Eymard which starred
Brs.Michael, David, and Anthony.
Thefilmwaspart of aproject that the
variouscommunitiespresentontheir
specificcharismat theinter-novitiate
classesinOssining.

Br. Anthony ministersweekly asa
“student-teacher” or teacher’ saide
at Saint Jean Baptiste High Schooal,
workingwithasocia studiesteacher
and her global history classes. He
has occasionally substituted, and
helped with lunch duty in the

cafeteria. To prepare interested

students for the Sacrament of

Confirmation, Br. Anthony conducts
aclass after school on Thursday.

Different thingskeeptheinterest of
Br. Anthony including reading,

exploring Manhattan, and I nternet
work with Fr. Anthony Schueller,
SSS, for the parish. Recently, he
helped Fr. Tony set up an “online

... continued on next page
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giving” sectionfortheparishwebste
(www.gbrcc.org).

Thefirst haf of thecanonical year of
thenovitiatehasmovedvery quickly.
Evenwiththefast-pacedlifestyleof
New Y ork, andthedifferent classes,
minigtries, andcommunity living, the
novicesfindthat thecentral part of
their day isparticipatingindaly Mass
and spending timewith Jesusinthe
Blessed Sacrament. InthisY ear of
theEucharist, theHoly Fatherinvites
religioustonever forget that Jesusin
thetabernaclewantsthem to beat
His side, so that He can fill their
hearts with the experience of His
friendship, whicha onegivesmean-
ingandfulfillmenttotheir lives(cf.
John Paul 11, Mane Nobiscum
Dominium, no. 30). Infollowingthe
footsteps of Saint Peter Julian
Eymard, Apostleof the Eucharist,
thenovicesaregrowinginadeeper
friendshipwith Jesus—learningto
celebrate the Eucharist worthily,
adoreit profoundly, and to liveit
daily as religious of the Blessed
Sacrament. -+

Prayer Requests . . .

ALL RELIGIOUS, especially thosewho areill and suffering, that God
would bring healing and strength to them.

For the repose of the soul of Mary Elizabeth Flanagan, sister of BR.
THOMASFLANAGAN, SSS, of Cleveland, who passed away in
Wales, England, in December 2004. We aso ask prayers for the
consolation of the Hanagan family and friends.

For the repose of the soul of Theresa Rufo, sister of FR. ERNEST
FALARDEAU, SSS, of New York City, New York, who died suddenly
on Wednesday, December 22, 2004. Please pray for the consol ation of
the Falardeau and Rufo family and friends.

For therepose of the soul of BR. MICHAEL GALLIGAN, SSS, who
passed away on February 4, 2005. Please pray for hissurviving sister,
Margaret, and al of hisfamily and friends, that they would esperience God's
consolation.

All of thevictimsof thetsunami, intheir suffering and loss, that God
would comfort them.
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Responding to the hungers of
the human family with the riches
of God’s love manifested in the
Eucharist through:

Parish Ministry
Emmanuel Magazine
Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing

Workshops:

® LITE (Life in the Eucharist)
® Eucharistic Celebrations,
Contemplation & Communion




