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“Abound in Hope”
Province of Saint Ann 2025 Assembly

By William Fickel SSS, Vicar Provincial

Midsummer in the Province of Saint Ann is a time of celebration. Beginning in New York City with the solemn 
novena at Saint Jean Baptiste and a shorter triduum at Saint Paschal Baylon in Highland Heights, Ohio, people come 
on pilgrimage with hope and devotion to offer their prayers in honor of the parents of Mary. The following week 
is the Feast of our founder, Saint Peter Julian Eymard. These are festive days of rejoicing and celebration, creating 
a joyous and communal atmosphere that strengthens our faith and sense of belonging, laying a solid groundwork 
for the province, 2025 Assembly—Abound in Hope.  

Summoned by our life experience, and drawn to the Eucharist, the heart of 
our vocation invites us to open in dialogue to the working of the Spirit in our 
lives. The assembly, a platform for spiritual dialogue, comprised both seniors 
and the younger religious. Our younger ones come from other provinces in 
Asia, where the Congregation is growing with new members. Time was used 
in listening to and sharing our vocational call, a process that brings about 
spiritual renewal and hope.

This level of sharing drew us into the common bond that unites us as religious 
brothers and sisters in the Eymardian family. We minister in five communities 
enriched with members from overseas. Taking the time in quiet prayer in the 
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presence of the Blessed Sacrament and the celebration 
of Mass deepened the oneness of our diversity into a 
community, where each member is valued and included. 
Father Philip Benzy Romician, General Superior, gave 
us the global reality to see the transforming power of the 
Eucharist for social transformation and justice.

We were asked to imagine Father Eymard confronted 
with the circumstances of our times to see what he would 
do. He provides a pathway to follow his example of 
befriending street kids, kindly spending time with them, 
and instructing them on what is lacking in their lives. He 
gave them spiritual food of mercy to feed their hunger 
for God. We ended our time with a visioning exercise, 
a reflective activity where we collectively envisioned a 
new future that is waiting to be released. The promise 
is in the Eucharist and the community of believers. Our 
vocation is to bring people to the Eucharist so they will 
bring the experience of the Eucharist to their homes and 
communities.  

There were many people from the Cleveland community 
working behind the scenes, both in setting up and 
overseeing the Assembly days. Great meals, prepared 
with love and care, and hospitality that warmed our hearts made us feel 
at home. We continue to pray for future vocations to Saint Ann province 
and look to the future with hope.    

[ABOVE] The entrance procession of the 
Eucharist

[LEFT] One of the Assembly sessions
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-	 Celebrating the Eucharist in Saint Paschal Baylon Church

Continued on next page...

Our International Eymardian Family 
in Highland Heights, Ohio

By Mona Grigsby-Suárez, 
Director, Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing

Last summer, during the 53rd International Eucharistic 
Congress in Quito, Ecuador, a casual lunchtime 
conversation about languages and cultures sparked 
a more formal discussion. The discussion created a 
vision of transnational members of the Eymardian 
family gathering in the USA for an immersion 
experience with the Religious and Associates of 
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament at our 
headquarters in Highland Heights, Ohio. The vision 
materialized into reality, and the Eymardian Family 
English Institute was established. The opportunity 
to participate was promoted through various SSS 
media sources, with several individuals expressing 
interest. During July, four Blessed Sacrament priests 
and five lay Associates shared their lives with our local SSS community, 
lay Associates, and parishioners of Saint Paschal Baylon in the diocese of 
Cleveland, Ohio.  Our extended family, representing Brazil, Argentina, 
Colombia, and Vietnam, was welcomed as part of our parish and SSS 
community. 

Each weekday started with morning prayer, followed by breakfast and 
then daily Mass. Formal English classes were held in the Zoom Room until 
lunchtime, which was enjoyed in the community’s dining room.  As part 
of a family, all participants helped with cleanup and doing the dishes. 
After a short rest time, opportunities for conversing in English were 

offered.  One could hear the joy 
and companionship throughout 
the building as small groups of 
English learners and native English 
speakers played the card game 
Uno, practiced original dialogues, 
organized service projects, or 
prepared for various church events 
– all as one Eymardian family. 
Every day at 4:45, all gathered in 
the Saint Ann Chapel for Evening 
Prayer, followed by social time 
and then dinner. Evenings were 
reserved for completing homework 
assignments, attending to personal 
responsibilities, watching DVD 
movies, or spending quiet time after 
a very busy day.
	
Our local Associates and parishioners 
hosted several activities in their 
homes to share our North American 
culture with our extended family.  
We toured downtown Cleveland 
and Lake Erie, celebrated the 4th 

Cleveland welcomes our International Eymardian Family
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Gathering as one SSS Family (SSS religious and International visitors)

Picnicking with our Muslim friends

of July with a picnic and played BINGO, 
sponsored a pizza party, visited a friend’s 
farm in the countryside, played cornhole, 
and attended a court case, where we spoke 
with the judge. 

We also included several cultural activities, 
such as visiting the Cleveland Art Museum, 
the Cleveland Zoo, and taking a boat ride 
on the Cuyahoga River, as well as sharing 
a meal with our Interfaith group of Muslim 
friends. We even carpooled to Niagara Falls 
for an all-day out-of-town excursion.

Together, as one international Eymardian 
family, we celebrated Eucharist, joined the 
church choir, worshiped in the morning and evening, led a Holy Hour, 
prayed together in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament, visited our family 
at Regina Health Center, prayed for our deceased family members, and 
presided at our Closing Mass.

Approximately forty individuals were directly engaged in our Eymardian 
Family English Institute, with many others being indirectly involved. Nine 
persons were “visiting”; the rest were residents of the greater Cleveland area.  

Initially, there was some hesitation 
and uncertainty due to language 
and cultural barriers.   Each day, 
however, presented an abundance 
of grace-filled opportunities to open 
hearts and minds and welcome a 
“stranger” into our local Eymardian 
family. The countless moments 
shared and the precious memories 
created truly reflect Saint Peter Julian 
Eymard’s desire to set the world on 
fire by sharing the love found in 
sharing Eucharist with one another 
—a gift that will be cherished by all 
those whose lives were touched by 
this month-long engagement.  

We intend to offer this incredible 
family gathering again in the 
summer of 2026. Don’t hesitate to 
get in touch with Mona (mgrigsby-
suarez@blessedsacrament.com or 
505-239-1019) if you are interested in 
participating. 

Eymardian Family...Continued from previous page
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Featured Staff Person - Paula Beatrez

Twelve years ago, Paula Beatrez was hired by the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament to work in 
accounting and organization. Since then, she has utilized 
her skills at the Provincial Business Office, helping us to 
improve and professionalize our financial organization.

In 2025, Paula and her husband, Hilary, will be celebrat-
ing their 40th wedding anniversary. They enjoy a close 
family life with their four adult children. The family is 
well-rounded, featuring one daughter and three sons: 

•	 Sarah, a music teacher, lives in Chicago, Illinois, 
with her husband and their two sons. 

•	 Bryan, an engineer, resides in Lakewood, Ohio. 
•	 Will, who holds a PhD in Chemistry, lives and 

works in the Bay Area of California. 
•	 Their youngest son, Patrick, is also an engineer 

and lives in North Olmsted, Ohio.

Following the sad death of their granddaughter, Paula became a Certified 
Grief Educator and now runs a peer-to-peer support group. The Beatrez 
family is active in their church, and Paula and Hilary volunteer in food 
service with the Ohio Disaster Relief.

Paula graduated from John Carroll University in eastern suburban Cleveland, 
Ohio, with a degree in accounting and became a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA). She initially worked at Deloitte before transitioning into nonprofit 
accounting. Together with her husband, Hilary, who is also a CPA, she op-
erates a part-time accounting practice that specializes in serving nonprofit 
organizations. Paula is also the volunteer treasurer for the North Olmsted 
City Schools Education Foundation.

When asked to describe the scope of her work with the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Paula replied, “Where do I begin?” Although she 
was initially hired as the accountant for the Provincial Business Office, her 
responsibilities quickly expanded to include the Development Office (fund-
raising), Emmanuel Publishing, and various local communities across the 
United States. Currently, Paula also handles some grant writing, oversees 
insurance coverage, and assists with medical insurance and financial matters.
“There is never a dull moment! Each day brings unique challenges and 
opportunities to manage the administrative work, allowing the members of 
the Congregation to focus on their ministries. I appreciate the flexibility in 
my schedule.”

Paula, as a compassionate listener, strives to model respect and offer a 
listening ear to everyone she encounters.

Alongside her regular duties at the 
Provincial Business Office of the Con-
gregation of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Paula has recently volunteered to 
join the executive committee of the 
Coalition of Religious Treasurers for 
our region, which encompasses Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. This group 
meets periodically and shares ideas 
and updates specific to religious 
institutes at its annual convention.

Paula recently shared, “I was 
honored and humbled to be selected 
to serve on the International Finance 
Commission for the worldwide 
Congregation of the SSS. While 
most of our meetings are held on 
Zoom, I recently had the privilege 
of attending in-person meetings in 
Rome! I am incredibly grateful for 
the opportunity to serve this larger 
religious organization.”

There is no doubt that Paula Beatrez 
generously shares her expertise 

Continued on next page...

Paula Beatrez visiting the archives of the SSS Generalate in Rome
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Paula Beatrez...Continued from previous page

and competence, always 
striving to meet the needs of 
the Congregation. We are all 
grateful for her presence and 
the guidance she provides, 
helping us become better 
stewards of the gifts God has 
entrusted to us.

 Paula (far left) with 
her family

t Paula at the Generalate 
in Rome with members of 
the International Finance 

Commission

q Paula (center) pictured 
with Father General, 

Benzy Romician (left) and 
Father General Treasurer, 

Father Roel de la Cruz



Since 1900, our Eymardian Family serves the United States and 
now in Connecticut, Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Maine, New 

Mexico, New York, Ohio and Texas

CONGREGATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
5384 Wilson Mills Road

Highland Heights (Cleveland), Ohio 44143

Bread Broken & Shared Newsletter is published 
by the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Province of Saint Ann, for Associates, family, 
friends and benefactors.
Contact information:
Phone:	 (440) 442-6311
Fax:	 (440) 442-4752
Editor:	 Office of Communications
Design:  	 Kay Vincent
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ssscommunications@blessedsacrament.com
Website:	 www.blessedsacrament.com
Photographs in this issue courtesy of:
File Photos

Become an Apostle of the Eucharist: Brother, Sister, 
Deacon, Ordained Priest or Associate
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Bishop Edward Malesic, Bishop of 
Cleveland, thanks and wishes well to Father 

Juancho C. Ramos SSS for his service to 
the Church of Cleveland as he moves on to 

a new ministry in New Jersey.

From the Provincial’s Perspective
by John Thomas Lane SSS, Provincial Superior

The Blessed Sacrament Community has truly been experiencing the joy of 
jubilee this year – thanks to you and your financial and prayer support!  We 
are so grateful to you for supporting our 125th Anniversary Celebrations, our 
Eymardian Family English Institute, our Assembly, and our International 
Religious and Priests Appeal, which helped us with immigration costs. Your 
contributions have led to significant achievements, and as we approach 
our seasons of gratitude with Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas, we 
express our profound appreciation and thanks to all of you! 

This issue of Bread, Broken & Shared will highlight the special ministries and 
events we have had this year since Easter. It has been a joy to travel the 
province and meet our former and current parishioners. As Bishop Edward 
Malesic said in his homily during our 125th Anniversary Mass in the Diocese 
of Cleveland, this is a time of great joy – and together, but especially in 
this 125th anniversary year – we see the Blessed Sacrament Community as 
integral pilgrims of hope. Your role in our community is invaluable, and 
here are some excerpts of the bishop’s inspiring words:

In this day and age when commitment is a commodity in short supply, it is a real joy 
to recognize the Congregation’s great legacy of witness to the Blessed Sacrament 
– so central to our Catholic faith, to your service in the Diocese of Cleveland, and 
your pastoral leadership in the Saint Paschal Baylon Parish community. …

How does one capture 125 years in a homily? It is like the problem of Maria in 
The Sound of Music: “How do you catch a wave upon the sand? How do you hold 
a moonbeam in your hand?”  I think you cannot capture all the good done by the 
members of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament in one homily.  …

You are a resolute eucharistic community of priests, deacons, brothers, sisters, 
associates, and lay people who the life and vocation of Saint Peter Julian Eymard 
has inspired. His vision of total dedication to the spiritual values inspired by the 
celebration of the Eucharist and deepened through prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
remains rock solid in your community, which is needed in a world so desperate for the 
riches of God’s love. … 

My dear friends, we come together on this joy-filled day to 
celebrate what the Lord has given to our nation and this diocese 
through the hard work and faithfulness of the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. For over 125 years here in our beloved 
country, these devoted persons have brought so many others closer 
to Christ through their dedication to the Blessed Sacrament. Our 
diocese [Cleveland] is tremendously blessed to have the province 
headquarters, the Saint Ann Shrine – a site of pilgrimage for 
this special Jubilee Year of Hope, and the parish of Saint Paschal 
Baylon standing as an oasis of Eucharistic faith, (worship), 

devotion, and hope here on Wilson Mills 
Road in Highland Heights.    …

Keep faith in the Eucharistic Lord alive 
among us.  That is the future that is 
filled with hope for all of us. 

Thank you for partnering with us 
as Pilgrims of Hope, particularly 
in our collaborative efforts. Your 
continued support and generosity 
are deeply appreciated and do not 
go unnoticed. Let’s continue to pray 
for each other, as we do during our 
Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, 
Masses in Saint Ann Shrine, and at 
our parishes across the country. We 
are here because of you: we love you 
and may God continue to bless you!


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Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament during the 
Saint Ann Novena in New York City

Good Saint Ann, Pray for Us
Novena Draws Hundreds in New York City

Continued on next page...

By John Thomas Lane SSS

Each year, our two shrines of Saint Ann celebrate the annual 
festival of this patron saint of the United States province. In 
this article, we focus on the celebration in New York City.

For over 140 years, Eglise Saint Jean Baptiste (the official 
French name of the church) in New York City at 76th Street 
and Lexington Avenue has celebrated the novena to 
Good Saint Ann July 17-26. This has been an immense 
draw over the years, with the thousands of miracles 
attributed to Good Saint Ann for her care of her loving 
friends. In the former times, people would leave their 
crutches, notes, band aids, and mementos in tribute at 
the foot of Saint Anne1 in the shrine area. We appreciate 
the letters we receive that tell us of the miracles that she 
works in lives today and throughout the centuries. In 
our Saint Ann Development Office at headquarters are 
Josie Rice, Scott Gongos, and Diane Mungall. In New York City, Angelica 
and Father Kamas enjoy hearing the special tributes and healing stories 
that continue each day!

This year, Father John Thomas Lane SSS led the retreat time with Good 
Saint Ann and her attributes through the legends and litanies that describe 
her saintly gifts. He also focused on his own grandparents, the Sacred 
Scriptures, and the Holy Family, and how Saint Ann then and now, and we, 

the holy people of God today, 
demonstrate God’s healing and 
holiness.  Pastor Father John 
Kamas assisted Father Lane, 
guiding him gently through 
the 10 days. Resident Blessed 
Sacrament Father James Hayes, 
also of the New York SSS 
Community and native son of 
the parish, as Father Kamas is, 
also assisted during the Mass 
and devotions. Sadly, Blessed 
Sacrament Father Bernard 
Camiré, long-time priest at 
Saint Jean’s and also a native 

son to the parish, was in the hospital 
and prayed for the pilgrims from 
his bed as he patiently waited for 
surgeries and other rehab therapy. 
We were also blessed to have Sri 
Lankan Father Marcus Codipilly 
come in to preach for their missions 
in the Sri Lankan Province. For a few 
days, two members of the Provincial 
Council, Father William Fickel SSS 
(Holiday community – Provincial 
Vicar) and Father Thomas Smithson 
SSS (Houston community – Provincial 
Consultor), also assisted with the 
Mass and devotions. Lastly, while 
on vacation, Vietnamese Blessed 
Sacrament Father Joseph Kiet (JK) 
Nguyen SSS (Highland Heights 
Community – hospital chaplain/priest 
student), anointed the sick and 
assisted in the veneration of the relic 
of Saint Ann.

Each day, the crowds swelled as we 
Some of the devotees of Saint Ann
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Good Saint Ann...Continued from previous page

qTOP: Saint Jean Baptiste Church in   
New York City

BOTTOM: Father James Hayes 
SSS blesses a devotee of Saint Ann               

with the relic

1 An interesting editorial note 
– due to the French spelling of 
this good saint, she has an “e” 
added to her name in that lan-
guage, so “Anne.”  This is why, 
at this original French-speak-
ing parish, the Shrine is spelled 
“Saint Anne.”  The official prov-
ince name/patron and diocesan 
shrine in Ohio is “Saint Ann” 
without the additional “e.”

got closer to the actual solemnity 
day of July 26. That day, we had a 
noontime and evening Mass with 
a magnificent procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament in and around the 
inside (nave) with glorious music to 
praise God for Good Saint Ann. 

Many pilgrims stayed for another 
hour after the novena to have 
special pictures with the statue of 
Saint Anne and share their miracle 
stories.  Please continue to let us 
know how Good Saint Ann touches 
your life, and thank you for your 
devotion to Good Saint Ann, mother 
of Mary and grandmother of Jesus 
Christ. May she continue to protect 
and guide us still.

Visit our website at www.blessed-
sacrament.com. You can support our 
newsletter by visiting Make A Gift 
- Congregation of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Thank you so much for support-
ing our Mission Work!

“Following in the footsteps 
of St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
our mission is to respond to 
the hungers of the human 
family with the riches of 
God’s love manifested in the 
Eucharist.” Rule of Life 3

Conscious of our call to 
bear prophetic witness to 
the Eucharist, we commit 
ourselves to the renewal of 
Church and society through 
this sacrament, especially 
by:

♦gathering 
communities 
characterized 
by hospitality, 
reconciliation, and 
service;

♦celebrating the 
Eucharist as the 
source and summit of 
the life of the Church;

♦associating others 
with our prayer;

♦giving personal 
witness to the 
presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist;

♦sharing our 
Eucharistic mission 
with others in full 
collaboration.

Who We Are

https://www.blessedsacrament.com/make-a-gift/
https://www.blessedsacrament.com/make-a-gift/
https://www.blessedsacrament.com/make-a-gift/
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International Priests - Welcome 
to the Province of Saint Ann

I have learned that there is a 
significant number of Associates of 
the Congregation in San Antonio. I am 
eager to connect with them and make 
them a key part of our ministry. With 
support from core group leaders, I 
plan to organize monthly meetings 
with input sessions, quarterly half-
day retreats, and annual retreats. I 
believe that by working together, 
we can make Saint Joseph Church a 
lively center for our associates.
 
I strongly believe in the word of Jesus 
Christ: ‘I am with you always…’ 
(Matthew 28:20). This verse, often 
referred to as the Great Commission, 
is a powerful reminder of Christ’s 
enduring presence and his call to 
spread his teachings. It is this belief 
that guides my ministry and inspires 
me to serve the community.

Father Martin Hien Tran SSS 
(Province of the Martyrs of Vietnam – 
Vietnam)

With a heart full of joy and gratitude, 
I am blessed to begin my ministry 
here at Saint Paschal Baylon Parish 
as the new parochial vicar. I am 
deeply thankful to Very Reverend 
John Thomas J. Lane SSS, pastor and 
provincial, for entrusting me with this 
mission, and to all of you for the warm 
welcome I have already received. 

A little about me: I was born and 
raised in Dong Nai, near Ho Chi 
Minh City, in southern Vietnam. 
My faith was nurtured within my 
family and parish community. I was 

The Province of Saint Ann of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament has 
recently welcomed three international priests. We want to introduce you to these 
dedicated members of the Congregation who have left their homelands to serve with 
us in the USA as part of the Province of Saint Ann’s mission. Each of them shares 
who they are as they bring life and dedication to our community. Please pray for 
their new journey.

Father Arul Tharcius Dhairiam 
SSS (Province of Kristu Jyoti – India)

I was born on December 4, 1960, 
at Memalur, in the Archdiocese of 
Pondicherry – Cuddalore, in the 
State of Tamil Nadu, India. My early 
schooling was in my native place. 
In 1979, I joined the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. Thereafter, 
I earned my bachelor’s degree at 
Loyola College, Chennai. In 1983, I 
came to Mumbai to start my novitiate. 
After two years of Novitiate, in 1985, I 
entered Saint Pius College in Mumbai 
to complete my Seminary studies and 
was ordained a priest on May 10th, 1990. 

As a priest belonging to the Congregation, in our Kristu Joythi Province, I 
had several ministerial experiences, such as province treasurer, parish priest, 
formator of seminarians, director of retreats, and spiritual animator.

Outside of India, I had a three-year experience as a hospital chaplain in 
Houston at Methodist from 2008 to 2011. Later, I served as a parochial vicar 
at Holiday, Florida, for a year and a half.
 
After a 12-year break, I am back in the US to serve in the Province of Saint 
Ann. Presently, I am serving as pastor of Saint Joseph Downtown Church in 
San Antonio, Texas.

The present scenario is different from other places in my ministry. Several 
challenges are before me. The parish of the historic church of Saint Joseph is 
in downtown, and it has very few parishioners; almost all are elderly, living 
far from the parish church. A few parishioners come to the church. With this 
condition, any program offered in the parish takes place remotely.  I am taking 
the census of the parish to determine the actual situation. It is primarily a 
church frequented and supported by the tourists. These challenges, however, 
do not deter my commitment to serve the community.
 

+ + + + + + + + +
Father Arul Tharcius Dhairiam SSS



11

FALL  2025

International Priests...Continued from previous page



ordained a priest in 2020 in Vietnam 
and had the privilege of serving as an 
assistant to the director of vocations 
for the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament. This experience brought 
me joy as I accompanied young men 
discerning God’s call in their lives 
and strengthened my own vocation 
as a religious and a priest. 

After serving in Vietnam, I moved 
to the United States to continue 
my education. I recently earned 
my second degree from Holy 
Apostles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, a Master of Arts in 
Dogmatic Theology. My vocation 
has been strengthened by a deep love 
for the Eucharist, devotion to Our 
Blessed Mother, and a desire to walk 
with God’s people in faith. 

Now, as a member of the Province of 
Saint Ann, I give thanks to God for 
calling me to this new mission here 
among you. I am also profoundly 
grateful to our many benefactors, 
whose prayers and generosity 
sustain the life and mission of our 
Congregation. Because of your 
support, we can live out our charism 
of “Bread, Broken and Shared” in 

service to the Church. 

As I begin this new chapter, I look 
forward to praying, serving, and 
journeying together as one parish 
family. Please know of my daily 
prayers for each of you, and I humbly 
ask you to keep me in yours. 

May the Lord bless our parish 
abundantly and draw us ever closer 
to his Sacred Heart. 

Father Anthony Trang Pham SSS 
(Province of the Martyrs of Vietnam – 
Vietnam)

Hello everybody! I’m Father 
Anthony Ton Trang Pham SSS. 
I’m a member of the Vietnamese 
province of the Blessed Sacrament 
Congregation. I was born and 
raised in the small city of Dong Nai 
Province, in southern Vietnam. 

I was the youngest son in my family, 
along with my sister. Every member of 
my family plays a vital role in my life. 
My parents are devout Catholics, so I 
was nurtured in a loving and deeply 
spiritual atmosphere in my early 
life. After finishing my university 
studies, I joined the Congregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament.   Like the 

prophet Jeremiah in the Scripture 
(Jeremiah 20:7), I experienced that 
it was God who had chosen and 
called me to the Eucharistic vocation. 
Since my childhood days, I have 
felt a call within me to follow God 
on the religious path, especially 
the vocation to become a member 
of the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

After my ordination, I was chosen 
to study abroad in America. It was 
the first time I had to live far from 
my home and country. Faced with 
differences in language, culture, 
and climate, I thank God I was able 
to adapt and complete my master’s 
degree in theology within three 
years. Thanks to the cooperation 
between my province and Saint 
Ann’s province, I was sent to 
Cleveland to wait for the transition 
from a student visa to a work visa. 
During the three months I spent 
waiting here for the visa change, I 
learned a lot about community life 
from the priests and brothers and 
participated in various parish and 
provincial activities. Most notably, 
I accompanied students from Brazil 
and Colombia at the Eymardian 
Family English Institute. Once all 
the paperwork was finalized, I 
was relocated to a new position in 
San Antonio, Texas, where I was 
appointed as a parochial vicar. I am 
very grateful to Saint Ann’s province 
for allowing me to gain more 
pastoral experience in the parish 
and deepen my understanding of 
Eymardian spirituality. I promise 
to do my best to serve the parish 
and help parishioners grow in their 
faith.

+ + + + + + + + +

Father Martin Hien Tran SSS

Father Anthony Trang Pham SSS
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Triduum in Honor of Saint Ann
By Scott Gongos, Director of Mission Advancement

The Saint Ann Shrine hosted the unique and spiritually enriching 
Annual Triduum on July 24th, 25th, and 26th, as we joyously celebrated 
the Feast of Saint Ann and Saint Joachim. Father William Fickel SSS, 
with his insightful homilies and deep wisdom, provided an inspiring 
backdrop for his preaching, even on Friday, despite the power outage 
in our neighborhood! His ability to explain the roles of Saint Ann and 
Saint Joachim, two figures with limited historical records, was truly 
remarkable. He highlighted the significant influence Saint Ann had on 
Our Blessed Mother and her grandson, Jesus, helping us realize the vital 
role she plays in the history of our faith.

Day One of the Triduum is the Children’s Mass, where our young 
people receive a special blessing and a Saint Ann medal. Veneration 
of the relic of Saint Ann occurs during all three days of the Triduum. 
Day Two is our Mass, where we celebrate the Anointing of the Sick. 
This Mass holds special significance for Saint Ann and our work at 
Saint Ann Shrine, as she is a healer to those who are sick and suffering. 
Many of you share joyful stories of being healed through your prayers 
to Saint Ann or when you have used Blessed Oil. I am grateful for 
your stories of faithful devotion to Saint Ann, which have led to your 
healing! Thank you for sharing them with me, and please continue to 
share your amazing stories with me by phone at 440-449-2700 or by 
email at sgongos@blessedsacrament.com. 

The third day is the main feast day Mass. This year’s celebration took place 
during the 4:30 pm vigil Mass on 

Continued on next page...

[TOP] Procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament during the Saint Ann Triduum in 

Highland Heights, Ohio

[Below-LEFT] Father William Fickel SSS 
offering a reflection during the Saint Ann 

Triduum

[Below-RIGHT] Celebration of the Eucharist 
during the Triduum
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Sunday. Father Damien Ference from the 
Diocese of Cleveland concelebrated the Mass. 
A cloudy sky set a beautiful scene during 
the candlelight procession at the end of 
Mass. The lit candles looked stunning as the 
congregation walked through the church. 
It was a breathtaking sight! After Mass, the 
Diocese of Cleveland hosted an ice cream social 
featuring special flavors made specifically for 
this celebration, Pilgrim Tracks and Jubilee 
Indulgence. These flavors commemorate the 
Jubilee Year of Hope pilgrimage at Saint Ann 
Shrine, a meaningful event for prayer and 
reflection. Saint Ann Shrine has recently been 
designated as a diocesan shrine and a site of 
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. It 
is one of 11 locations chosen as a Jubilee Year 
sacred site by Bishop Edward Malesic.

We’d love for you to join us at Saint Ann Shrine 
for daily Mass from Monday to Friday at 11:30 
am. I hope you can experience the peacefulness 
of Mass at the Shrine! Please call ahead to let me 

know you’ll be coming so I can introduce myself. We also welcome your group 
to join us for Mass!

On behalf of the staff at Saint Ann Shrine, we sincerely thank you for your 
unwavering support and genuine generosity. Your contributions play a vital 
role in advancing the mission of Saint Ann Shrine and the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We truly appreciate everything you do to support 
us. Please know that your prayers and support mean a lot to us, and we 
look forward to your continued involvement in our mission. 

Triduum...Continued from previous page

The congregation during the                     
Saint Ann Triduum

A Word of Thanks to our
Partners in Ministry

Many of you returned the enclosed 
response card in with a generous 
donation to the Congregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are 
most grateful to you for making 
it possible for our priests and 
brothers to continue their ministry.  
Your gift, whether large or small, 
helps you to actually share in the 
ministry of the Congregation in the 
USA.  You are remembered daily in 
the prayer intentions of the priests 
and brothers of the Congregation.
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New editor of the digital Emmanuel 
Magazine, Dr. Michael DeSanctis

Welcome Back
Emmanuel Magazine!

By John Thomas Lane SSS, Provincial and “Publisher”

With great delight and 
in response to popular 
demand from the Blessed 
Sacrament religious of the 
Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament, diocesan priests 
internationally, and our 
associates across the United 
States, we are pleased 
to relaunch our award-
winning publication, 

Emmanuel Magazine. This will be available on our website, <blessedsacrament.
com>, in an online-only edition. There will be a few articles, book reviews, 
and other specific resources, as well as holy hours, similar to the original 
magazine, to support our Eucharistic spirituality.

One of our long-time contributors to Emmanuel has generously offered to 
oversee the office of the editor. We are grateful to Dr. Michael DeSanctis, 
from the Diocese of Erie, Pennsylvania, and professor emeritus of Gannon 
University, for taking up the baton to host this site. He is the first lay editor 
for Emmanuel, a publication that dates back to the end of the first national 
Eucharistic Congress in 1895. In 1905, the Congregation of the Blessed 

Sacrament assumed publishing 
responsibilities and continued them 
in print until the end of 2021.

For regular readers of Emmanuel, 
our new editor is no stranger. 
Dr.  De Sanctis’s excellent articles 
have inspired and provided a 
wonderful perspective on the 
Church’s ecclesiology, theology of 
the Eucharist, and worship spaces. 
It is a joy to share that Dr. Michael 
DeSanctis began in earnest on 
August 15, 2025, and encourage 
you to regularly read to stay up-to-
date with this online source.  We are 
grateful to God for this help during 
our 125th jubilee year and happy 
to have this source of Eucharistic 
spirituality grow and support those 
in need of ongoing formation in this 
part of the Church’s life. 
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By Father Simon Peter Zikusooka SSS, 
local superior, Masaka, Uganda

In 2023, I had the opportunity to join the 
Eucharistic Congress in Highland Heights, 
Ohio, at the Provincialate with most of the 
religious and Associates. This was the first 
time I met the provincial superior, Father John 
Thomas Lane SSS, in person, and presented 
my request for mission appeals in the 
United States on behalf of Uganda. Uganda 
is a Blessed Sacrament mission started by 
the United States province in 1959. It was, 
however, unfortunate that the mission was 
closed in 1977 after threats from the then 
dictator, General Idi Amin Dada. The mission was reopened in 1994 under 
the General Administration in Rome and the Very Reverend Norman 
Pelletier, superior general at the time. 

Today, the mission is growing with over 15 local priests and over 20 
young men in formation for the priesthood. We count three communities 
with efforts to open new ones. We have one house of Formation where 
our students spend at least four years, including philosophical studies. It 
is now a mission of 64 years, yet it is so young. It has very old and few 
establishments, yet with very young and active religious. It is a mission 
with many vocations, yet with minimal resources to fund their formation. 

It is against this background that I submitted my request to Father Lane 
and to the province of Saint Ann. I was then scheduled for these mission 
appeals, and now this marks my second year traveling across the USA to 
request funds from non-SSS parishes. Alongside the appeals, the Province 
of Saint Ann has helped fund part of our damaged house, which is the 
community building we live in, originally built by the USA. We managed to 
raise $57,500 for the partial renovation of our home. This part of the house 
looks so beautiful today, and we are grateful. 

Today, our main focus is on the formation of our young 
religious. We receive many young men (over 15 each year) 
knocking on our doors with the intention of serving God as 
religious of the Blessed Sacrament. Due to limited funds, we 
can only accept two, and without certainty of funding. We are 
currently making appeals to raise funds for our formation and 
other projects that support our mission. We hope and pray that 
the Lord will continue to guide us in the harvest, supported 
by caring people across the USA who want to see us succeed. 
We are very grateful for your prayers and support.

Mission Appeals for Uganda

Photos of the Blessed Sacrament facilities 
in Masaka, Uganda, East Africa


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Gracious God of our ancestors, you led Peter Julian Eymard, like Jacob in times past, on a journey 
of faith. Under the guidance of your gentle Spirit, Peter Julian discovered the gift of love in the 
Eucharist which your son Jesus offered for the hungers of humanity. Grant that we may celebrate this 
mystery worthily, adore it profoundly, and proclaim it prophetically for your greater glory. Amen.

Prayer in Honor of 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard

Image of Saint Peter Julian Eymard executed by a parishioner of 
Corpus Christi Parish in Houston, Texas, Joan Steinman


